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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1-40. (Canceled) 

41. (Cuiretitly Amended) A test strip comprising a flexible flat support on which one or 
several test fields are arranged next to one another, wherein said test fields cany one or several 
detection layers stacked on top of one another and wherein the tm-^e^^^ e^vered detection 
^. y.r. .r. Hirentlv contacted by an overlay made of a spreading material comprising a porous flat 
structure impregnated with a wetting agent, wherein the wetting agent is N-oleoyl-sarcosinate^ 
whuoin the Dvorl u y mate r ial is p r ovided '.vUh liit iifi o ui iductin& captioi t y . L k ol od to obvi nt.^ c^K o oni 
uample from tho d e tootion layer . 

42. (Previously Presented) The test strip of claim 41 wherein the overlay comprises one or 
several flat overlay elements which are attached to the test strip in such a way that a part of their 
surface can be displaced freely relative to the strip surface when the test strip is bent towards a side 
on which the overlay is located. 

43. (Currently Amended) The test strip of claim 42 wherein the teet-fields de t gction layers 
are covered by the pans of the overlay eletrients that can be displaced freely relative to the strip 

surface, 

44. (Previously Presented) The test strip of claim 42 wherein the overlay comprises two 
overlay elements whose parts that can be displaced freely relative to the strip surface face one 
another and overlap. 

45. (Previously Presented) The test strip of claim 44 wherein the overlap covers two test 

fields. 

46- (Previously Presented) The test strip of claim 41 wherein the test ainp comprises two 
single or multilayer test fields for the same or different diagnostically usable analytes. said test fields 
directly adjoining one another or being separated by a gap. 
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47. (Previously Presented) The test strip of claim 41 wherein the arrangement of detection 
layers and overlays on the test strip is covered with an inert flat material in such a manner that a 

• space only remains free that is adequate for sample application in an overlap region of the overlay 
elements viewed in the direction of the longitudinal axis of the test strip. 

48. (Previously Presented) The test strip of claim 41 wherein the hydrophilicity, 
transparency and liquid conducting capacity of the overiay material are matched in such a manner 
that a sample excess is not taken up by the strip. 

49-55. (Canceled) 

56. (Previously Presented) A test strip comprising a flexible flat support in which one or 
several test fields are arranged next to one another, said test fields carrying one or several detection 
layers stacked on top of one another, said test field supporting a monofilament spreading material 
which is larger than the test field and is attached to the support on both sides of the test field by 
means of a spacer having the thickness of the test field whereby the part of the spreading material 
which extends beyond the test field is covered by sample-impermeable material so that a sample 
application is only possible on that part of the spreading material which rests on the test field, the 
spreading material comprising a porous flat structure impregnated with a wetting agent, wherein the 
wetting agent is N-oleoyl-sarcosinate. 

57. (Currently Amended) A test strip comprising a flexible flat support on which one or 
several test fields are arranged next to one another, said test fields carrying one or several detection 
layers stacked on top of one another and covered by an overlay made of a spreading material 
comprising a poious flat structure impregnated with a wetting agent, wherein the wetting agent is N- 
oleoyl-sarcosinate, and wherein the test fields are covered by the parts of the overiay elements that 
can be displaced freely relative to the s tiip surface test fiel ds. 

58. (Previously Presented) The test strip of claim 57 wherein the hydrophilicity, 
transparency and liquid conducting capacity of the overiay material are matched in such a manner 
that a sample excess is not taken up by the strip. 
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59. (Previously Presented) The test strip of claim 57 wherein the test strip comprises two 
single or multilayer test fields for the same or different diagnostically usable analytes, said test fields 
directly adjoining one another or being separated by a gap. 

60. (Previously Presented) The test strip of claim 57 wherein the spreading material 
comprises 0.01 to 3.0% by weight of N-oleoyl-saicosinate relative to the weight of the material 
before impregnation. 

61. (New) A test strip comprising a flexible flat support on which one or several test fields 
are arranged next to one another, wherein said test fields carry one or several detection layers 
stacked on top of one another, and wherein the test fields are covered two overlay elements whose 
parts overiap and which can be displaced freely relative to the strip surface face one another when 
the test strip is bent towards a side on which the overiay is located, said overiay elements made of a 
spreading material comprising a porous flat structure impregnated with a wetting agent, wherein the 
wetting agent is N-oleoyl-sarcosinate. 

62. (New) The test strip of claim 6 1 wherein the overlap covers two test fields. 


Response to Office Action Dausd I - 1 2-04 Page 4 of 7 

Knappc USSN 09/426.93 1 
BMID 9826US 

PAGE m \ * RCVD AT 5/1212004 2:49:49 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1I3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSiD:317 637 7561 * DURATION (inin-ss):03-14 


